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US Semiconductors and Hardware
Weekly Investor Pulse: AAPL Price Hikes; IBM Sub 1nm Chip & 
Samsung’s Investment Plan

CITI’S TAKE 
We recap three key topics that drew the most investor interest this week: 
Apple device price increases following Micron earnings report, IBM’s sub 
1nm chip announcement, and Samsung’s massive investment plan.

 
Memory Bytes Apple: Apple announced price increases on Macs and iPads by 15-
25%, confirming CEO’s Tim Cook comments last week on increased demand for data 
centers driving memory component prices higher. iPhones were not part of the 
increases announced and Apple could be waiting for the September iPhone 18 
launch, in our view. Apple device price increases follow Micron’s earnings which 
talked about memory shortages to last through 2028. We note that Apple’s portable 
ASPs historically have been closer to 1.8-1.9x vs industry and dipped to 1.6x last year. 
Moreover, according to IDC in laptops, industry pricing went up by 10% yy and Apple 
was down yy in 1Q. As such, given Apple’s premium pricing tier, we see limited 
downside risk to unit demand from higher prices. 

IBM’s Sub 1nm Chip: IBM unveiled (NYT, 6/25) the world’s first sub-1nm (0.7nm/7Å) 
chip technology, enabled by its new 3D “nanostack” transistor architecture that 
combines vertically stacked and staggered nanosheet devices using sequential 
integration, ultra-thin dielectric bonding, and dual-channel material engineering. 
IBM claims the technology can pack nearly 100 billion transistors on a fingernail-sized 
chip while delivering up to 50% higher performance or 70% lower power versus its 
2nm technology. Nanostack is effectively a variation of complementary FET (CFET), 
a transistor architecture that vertically stacks nFETs and pFETs rather than placing 
them side-by-side, enabling further logic scaling beyond nanosheet/GAA, which 
entered mass production in 2025. CFET was first proposed by imec in 2018 as the 
leading successor to nanosheet transistors for the angstrom-era roadmap and is now 
being pursued across the industry, including Intel, Samsung, TSMC and IBM. Intel, 
Samsung and TSMC have publicly demonstrated monolithic CFET research, where 
nFETs and pFETs are sequentially fabricated on the same wafer to maximize density 
scaling. Industry roadmaps generally place CFET adoption in the early-2030s 
timeframe. IBM’s newly unveiled nanostack architecture represents a slightly 
staggered design, an approach that may trade some density for manufacturability 
and materials flexibility, and the company sees a path to production in as early as the 
next 5 years. Ultimately, realizing CFET at scale will require collaboration and 
innovation across the semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem, spanning but not 
limited to high-NA EUV lithography, ultra-selective etch and deposition, advanced 
wafer bonding, backside power delivery, 3D metrology and inspection, and materials 
engineering.

 

Samsung’s Massive Investment Plan: Samsung is reportedly preparing a ₩1,000 
trillion (~$648B) investment over the 10 years. According to Reuters (6/26), an 
announcement is expected on June 29 at a presidential office meeting in Korea. 
Investment will span chips, AI data centers, batteries, and displays—a broad high-
tech strategy. We view this mega-scale, multi-decade capex blueprint centered on 
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semis + AI infrastructure as a positive for the semiconductor equipment makers (see our recent note $250B Reasons to Stay 
Long). AMAT sounded constructive on memory spend this week and mentioned that it sees DRAM WFE spend to be 2x NAND 
spend.

Companies Mentioned: 
Apple, Inc. (AAPL.O; US$275.15; 1; 25 Jun 26; 16:00) | Applied Materials Inc (AMAT.O; US$668.0; 1; 25 Jun 26; 16:00) | Intel Corp 
(INTC.O; US$132.87; 1; 25 Jun 26; 16:00) | International Business Machines Corp (IBM.N; US$258.27; 1; 25 Jun 26; 16:00) | 
Micron Technology Inc (MU.O; US$1213.56; 1; 25 Jun 26; 16:00) | Samsung Electronics (005930.KS; W358500.0; 1; 25 Jun 26; 
15:45) | TSMC (2330.TW; NT$2390.0; 1; 25 Jun 26; 13:30)
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Citi Research Equity Ratings Distribution
12 Month Rating Catalyst Watch

Data current as of 01 Apr 2026 Buy Hold Sell Buy Hold Sell
Citi Research Global Fundamental Coverage (Neutral=Hold) 61% 32% 8% 37% 47% 16%

% of companies in each rating category that are investment banking 
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rating assigned.
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expectations of expected total return ("ETR") and risk. ETR is the sum of the forecast price appreciation (or depreciation) plus 
the dividend yield for a stock within the next 12 months.  The target price is based on a 12 month time horizon. The Investment 
rating definitions are: Buy (1) ETR of 15% or more or 25% or more for High risk stocks; and Sell (3) for negative ETR. Any covered 
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call prior to the end of the specified period in a published research note. A Catalyst Watch/STV Upside or Downside call may be 
different from and does not affect a stock’s fundamental equity rating, which reflects a longer-term total absolute return 
expectation. For purposes of FINRA ratings-distribution-disclosure rules, a Catalyst Watch/STV Upside call corresponds to a 
buy recommendation and a Catalyst Watch/STV Downside call corresponds to a sell recommendation. Any stock not assigned 
to a Catalyst Watch Upside, Catalyst Watch Downside, STV Upside, or STV Downside call is considered Catalyst Watch/STV 
No View. For purposes of FINRA ratings distribution-disclosure rules, we correspond Catalyst Watch/STV No View to Hold in 
our ratings distribution table for our Catalyst Watch/STV Upside/Downside rating system. However, we reiterate that we do 
not consider No View to be a recommendation. For all Catalyst Watch/STV Upside/Downside calls, risk exists that the 
catalyst(s) and associated share-price movement will not materialize as expected.
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Citigroup Global Markets Canada Inc. Asiya Merchant, CFA



US Semiconductors and Hardware
26 June 2026 Citi Research

5

OTHER DISCLOSURES
Any price(s) of instruments mentioned in recommendations are as of the prior day’s market close on the primary market for the 
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likely performance. Any information on ETFs contained herein is provided strictly for illustrative purposes and should not be 
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draft research to subject companies. However, it should be presumed that the author of the Product has had discussions with 
the subject company to ensure factual accuracy prior to publication. Statements and views concerning ESG (environmental, 
social, governance) factors are typically based upon public statements made by the affected company or other public news, 
which the author may not have independently verified. ESG factors are one consideration that investors may choose to 
examine when making investment decisions. All opinions, projections and estimates constitute the judgment of the author as 
of the date of the Product and these, plus any other information contained in the Product, are subject to change without 
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example, based upon long-term or short-term investment horizons) that may lead to differing conclusions or 
recommendations that could impact the price of a security contrary to the recommendations in the alternative research 
product, provided that each is consistent with the rating system for each respective product.
Investing in non-U.S. securities, including ADRs, may entail certain risks. The securities of non-U.S. issuers may not be 
registered with, nor be subject to the reporting requirements of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. There may be 
limited information available on foreign securities. Foreign companies are generally not subject to uniform audit and reporting 
standards, practices and requirements comparable to those in the U.S. Securities of some foreign companies may be less 
liquid and their prices more volatile than securities of comparable U.S. companies. In addition, exchange rate movements may 
have an adverse effect on the value of an investment in a foreign stock and its corresponding dividend payment for U.S. 
investors. Net dividends to ADR investors are estimated, using withholding tax rates conventions, deemed accurate, but 
investors are urged to consult their tax advisor for exact dividend computations. Investors who have received the Product from 
the Firm may be prohibited in certain states or other jurisdictions from purchasing securities mentioned in the Product from 
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named author is employed by. 
The Product is made available in Australia through Citigroup Global Markets Australia Pty Limited. (ABN 64 003 114 832 and 
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Disclosure for investors in the Republic of Colombia :This communication or message does not constitute a professional 
recommendation to make investment in the terms of article 2.40.1.1.2 of Decree 2555 de 2010 or the regulations that modify, 
substitute or complement it. Para la elaboración y distribución de informes de investigación y de comunicaciones generales de 
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https://www.citivelocity.com/rendition/authfilelinksvcs/eppublic/V1/file?paramData=ZmlsZU5hbWU9L1MzL0dETVMvcHVi
RGlzY2xvc3VyZUh0bWxzL2dkbV9kaXNfc2ViaV9UZXJtc29mVXNlLmh0bWw
The Product is made available in Indonesia through PT Citigroup Sekuritas Indonesia.  Citibank Tower 10/F, Pacific Century 
Place, SCBD lot 10, Jl. Jend Sudirman Kav 52-53, Jakarta 12190, Indonesia. Neither this Product nor any copy hereof may be 
distributed in Indonesia or to any Indonesian citizens wherever they are domiciled or to Indonesian residents except in 
compliance with applicable capital market laws and regulations. This Product is not an offer of securities in Indonesia. The 
securities referred to in this Product have not been registered with the Capital Market and Financial Services Authority (OJK) 
pursuant to relevant capital market laws and regulations, and may not be offered or sold within the territory of the Republic of 
Indonesia or to Indonesian citizens through a public offering or in circumstances which constitute an offer within the meaning 
of the Indonesian capital market laws and regulations. 
The Product is made available in Japan by Citigroup Global Markets Japan Inc. ("CGMJ"), which is regulated by Financial 
Services Agency, Securities and Exchange Surveillance Commission, Japan Securities Dealers Association, Tokyo Stock 
Exchange and Osaka Securities Exchange.  Otemachi Park Building, 1-1-1 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8132 Japan. In the 
event that an error is found in an CGMJ research report, a revised version will be posted on the Firm's Citi Velocity website.  If 
you have questions regarding Citi Velocity, please call (81 3) 6270-3019 for help. 
The product is made available in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in accordance with Saudi laws through Citigroup Saudi Arabia, 
which is regulated by the Capital Market Authority (CMA) under CMA license (17184-31). 2239 Al Urubah Rd – Al Olaya Dist. 
Unit No. 18, Riyadh 12214 – 9597, Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia.
The Product is made available in Korea by Citigroup Global Markets Korea Securities Ltd. (CGMK), which is regulated by the 
Financial Services Commission, the Financial Supervisory Service and the Korea Financial Investment Association (KOFIA). The 
address of CGMK is Citibank Center, 50 Saemunan-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul 03184, Korea.   KOFIA makes available registration 
information of research analysts on its website.  Please visit the following website if you wish to find KOFIA registration 
information on research analysts of 
CGMK.  http://dis.kofia.or.kr/websquare/index.jsp?w2xPath=/wq/fundMgr/DISFundMgrAnalystList.xml&divisionId=MDIS0
3002002000000&serviceId=SDIS03002002000. The Product is made available in Korea by Citibank Korea Inc., which is 
regulated by the Financial Services Commission and the Financial Supervisory Service. Address is Citibank Center, 50 
Saemunan-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul 03184, Korea. This research report is intended to be provided only to Professional Investors 
as defined in the Financial Investment Services and Capital Market Act and its Enforcement Decree in Korea. 
The Product is made available in Malaysia by Citigroup Global Markets Malaysia Sdn Bhd (Registration No. 199801004692 
(460819-D)) (“CGMM”) to its clients and CGMM takes responsibility for its contents as regards CGMM’s clients. CGMM is 
regulated by the Securities Commission Malaysia. Please contact CGMM at Level 43 Menara Citibank, 165 Jalan Ampang, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in respect of any matters arising from, or in connection with, the Product. 
The Product is made available in Mexico by Citi México Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de C.V., Grupo Financiero Citi México which is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Citigroup Inc. and is regulated by Comision Nacional Bancaria y de Valores. Prolongación Reforma 
1196, 24 floor, Colonia Santa Fe, Alcaldía Cuajimalpa de Morelos, C.P. 05348, Ciudad de México.
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The Product is made available in Poland by Biuro Maklerskie Banku Handlowego (DMBH), separate department of Bank 
Handlowy w Warszawie S.A. a subsidiary of Citigroup Inc., which is regulated by Komisja Nadzoru Finansowego.  Biuro 
Maklerskie Banku Handlowego (DMBH), ul.Senatorska 16, 00-923 Warszawa. 
The Product is made available in Singapore through Citigroup Global Markets Singapore Pte. Ltd. (“CGMSPL”), a capital 
markets services and Exempt Financial Advisor license holder, and regulated by Monetary Authority of Singapore. Please 
contact CGMSPL at 8 Marina View, 21st Floor Asia Square Tower 1, Singapore 018960, in respect of any matters arising from, 
or in connection with, the analysis of this document. This Product is intended for recipients who are accredited, expert and 
institutional investors as defined under the Securities and Futures Act 2001. For Citi Private Bank, the Product is made 
available in Singapore by Citi Private Bank through Citibank, N.A., Singapore Branch. Citibank N.A., Singapore Branch is a 
licensed bank in Singapore that is regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore. Please contact your Private Banker in 
Citibank N.A., Singapore Branch if you have any queries on or any matters arising from or in connection with this document. 
The Product is intended for recipients who are accredited, expert and institutional investors as defined under the Securities 
and Futures Act 2001. For Citibank Singapore Limited (“CSL”), the Product is distributed in Singapore by CSL to selected 
Citigold/Citigold Private Clients. CSL provides no independent research or analysis of the substance or in preparation of the 
Product. Please contact your Citigold//Citigold Private Client Relationship Manager in CSL if you have any queries on or any 
matters arising from or in connection with this document. The Product is intended for recipients who are accredited investors 
as defined under the Securities and Futures Act (Cap. 289).
Citigroup Global Markets (Pty) Ltd. is incorporated in the Republic of South Africa (company registration number 
2000/025866/07) and its registered office is at 145 West Street, Sandton, 2196, Saxonwold. Citigroup Global Markets (Pty) 
Ltd. is regulated by JSE Securities Exchange South Africa, South African Reserve Bank and the Financial Services Board.  The 
investments and services contained herein are not available to private customers in South Africa. 
The Product is made available in the Republic of China (Taiwan) through Citigroup Global Markets Taiwan Securities 
Company Ltd. ("CGMTS"), 14F, 15F and 16F, No. 1, Songzhi Road, Taipei 110, Taiwan, subject to the license scope and the 
applicable laws and regulations in the Republic of China (Taiwan). CGMTS is regulated by the Securities and Futures Bureau of 
the Financial Supervisory Commission of Taiwan, the Republic of China (Taiwan). No portion of the Product may be reproduced 
or quoted in the Republic of China (Taiwan) by the press or any third parties [without the written authorization of CGMTS]. 
Pursuant to the applicable laws and regulations in the Republic of China (Taiwan), the recipient of the Product shall not take 
advantage of such Product to involve in any matters in which the recipient may have conflicts of interest. If the Product covers 
securities which are not allowed to be offered or traded in the Republic of China (Taiwan), neither the Product nor any 
information contained in the Product shall be considered as advertising the securities or making recommendation of the 
securities in the Republic of China (Taiwan). The Product is for informational purposes only and is not intended as an offer or 
solicitation for the purchase or sale of a security or financial products. Any decision to purchase securities or financial products 
mentioned in the Product must take into account existing public information on such security or the financial products or any 
registered prospectus. 
The Product is made available in Thailand through Citicorp Securities (Thailand) Ltd., which is regulated by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Thailand.  399 Interchange 21 Building, 18th Floor, Sukhumvit Road, Klongtoey Nua, Wattana 
,Bangkok 10110, Thailand. 
Disclosure for investors in the Republic of Turkey: The Product is made available in Turkey through Citibank AS which is 
regulated by Capital Markets Board. Tekfen Tower, Eski Buyukdere Caddesi # 209 Kat 2B, 23294 Levent, Istanbul, Turkey. 
Under Capital Markets Law of Turkey (Law No: 6362), the investment information, comments and recommendations stated 
here, are not within the scope of investment advisory activity. Comments and recommendations stated here rely on the 
individual opinions of the ones providing these comments and recommendations. These opinions may not fit to your financial 
status, risk and return preferences. For this reason, to make an investment decision by relying solely to this information stated 
here may not bring about outcomes that fit your expectations. Furthermore, Citi Research is a division of Citigroup Global 
Markets Inc. (the “Firm”), which does and seeks to do business with companies and/or trades on securities covered in this 
research reports. As a result, investors should be aware that the Firm may have a conflict of interest that could affect the 
objectivity of this report, however investors should also note that the Firm has in place organisational and administrative 
arrangements to manage potential conflicts of interest of this nature.
In the U.A.E, these materials (the "Materials") are communicated byCitigroup Global Markets Limited, DIFC branch ("CGML"), 
an entityregistered in the Dubai International Financial Center ("DIFC") andlicensed and regulated by the Dubai Financial 
Services Authority ("DFSA",license #CL0221) to Professional Clients and Market Counterparties, as definedin DFSA 
regulations, only and should not be relied upon or distributed toRetail Clients.  Financial products and/or services to which the 
Materialsrelate will only be made available to Professional Clients and MarketCounterparties. Citigroup Global Markets 
Limited DIFC Branch registered addressis Level 3, Gate District Building 02, Dubai International Financial Centre andcan be 
contacted on +971 4 509 97 90.
The Product is made available in United Kingdom by Citigroup Global Markets Limited, which is authorised by the Prudential 
Regulation Authority (“PRA”) and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (“FCA”) and the PRA.  This material may relate 
to investments or services of a person outside of the UK or to other matters which are not authorised by the PRA nor regulated 
by the FCA and the PRA and further details as to where this may be the case are available upon request in respect of this 
material. Citigroup Centre, Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London, E14 5LB. 
The Product is made available in United States and Canada by Citigroup Global Markets Inc., which is a member of FINRA and 
registered with the US Securities and Exchange Commission. 388 Greenwich Street, New York, NY 10013.  
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Unless specified to the contrary, within EU Member States, the Product is made available by Citigroup Global Markets Europe 
AG ("CGME"), which is regulated by the European Central Bank and the German Federal Financial Supervisory Authority 
(Bundesanstalt für Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht-BaFin). 
The Product is not to be construed as providing investment services in any jurisdiction where the provision of such services 
would not be permitted.
Subject to the nature and contents of the Product, the investments described therein are subject to fluctuations in price 
and/or value and investors may get back less than originally invested. Certain high-volatility investments can be subject to 
sudden and large falls in value that could equal or exceed the amount invested.The yield and average life of CMOs 
(collateralized mortgage obligations) referenced in this Product will fluctuate depending on the actual rate at which mortgage 
holders prepay the mortgages underlying the CMO and changes in current interest rates. Any government agency backing of 
the CMO applies only to the face value of the CMO and not to any premium paid. Certain investments contained in the Product 
may have tax implications for private customers whereby levels and basis of taxation may be subject to change. If in doubt, 
investors should seek advice from a tax adviser. The Product does not purport to identify the nature of the specific market or 
other risks associated with a particular transaction. Advice in the Product is general and should not be construed as personal 
advice given it has been prepared without taking account of the objectives, financial situation or needs of any particular 
investor. Accordingly, investors should, before acting on the advice, consider the appropriateness of the advice, having regard 
to their objectives, financial situation and needs. Prior to acquiring any financial product, it is the client's responsibility to 
obtain the relevant offer document for the product and consider it before making a decision as to whether to purchase the 
product.
Card Insights. Where this report references Card Insights data, Card Insights consists of selected data from a subset of Citi’s 
proprietary credit card transactions. Such data has undergone rigorous security protocols to keep all customer information 
confidential and secure; the data is highly aggregated and anonymized so that all unique customer identifiable information is 
removed from the data prior to receipt by the report’s author or distribution to external parties. This data should be considered 
in the context of other economic indicators and publicly available information. Further, the selected data represents only a 
subset of Citi’s proprietary credit card transactions due to the selection methodology or other limitations and should not be 
considered as indicative or predictive of the past or future financial performance of Citi or its credit card business.
Citi Research product may source data from dataCentral. dataCentral is a Citi Research proprietary database, which includes 
the Firm's estimates, data from company reports and feeds from LSEG Data & Analytics. The source for all referenced prices, 
unless otherwise stated, is DataCentral. Past performance is not a guarantee or reliable indicator of future results. Forecasts 
are not a guarantee or reliable indicator of future performance. The printed and printable version of the research report may not 
include all the information <(e.g. certain financial summary information and comparable company data) that is linked to the 
online version available on the Firm's proprietary electronic distribution platforms.
Where included in this report, MSCI sourced information is the exclusive property of Morgan Stanley Capital International Inc. 
(MSCI). Without prior written permission of MSCI, this information and any other MSCI intellectual property may not be 
reproduced, redisseminated or used to create any financial products, including any indices. This information is provided on an 
"as is" basis. The user assumes the entire risk of any use made of this information. MSCI, its affiliates and any third party 
involved in, or related to, computing or compiling the information hereby expressly disclaim all warranties of originality, 
accuracy, completeness, merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose with respect to any of this information. Without 
limiting any of the foregoing, in no event shall MSCI, any of its affiliates or any third party involved in, or related to, computing 
or compiling the information have any liability for any damages of any kind. MSCI, Morgan Stanley Capital International and 
the MSCI indexes are services marks of MSCI and its affiliates. Where data is attributed to Morningstar that data is © 2026 
Morningstar, Inc. All Rights Reserved. That information: (1) is proprietary to Morningstar and/or its content providers; (2) may 
not be copied or distributed; and (3) is not warranted to be accurate, complete or timely. Neither Morningstar nor its content 
providers are responsible for any damages or losses arising from any use of this information.
The Firm accepts no liability whatsoever for the actions of third parties. The Product may provide the addresses of, or contain 
hyperlinks to, websites. Except to the extent to which the Product refers to website material of the Firm, the Firm has not 
reviewed the linked site. Equally, except to the extent to which the Product refers to website material of the Firm, the Firm 
takes no responsibility for, and makes no representations or warranties whatsoever as to, the data and information contained 
therein. Such address or hyperlink (including addresses or hyperlinks to website material of the Firm) is provided solely for your 
convenience and information and the content of the linked site does not in any way form part of this document. Accessing 
such website or following such link through the Product or the website of the Firm shall be at your own risk and the Firm shall 
have no liability arising out of, or in connection with, any such referenced website.
© 2026 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Citi Research is a division of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Citi and Citi and Arc Design 
are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. and its affiliates and are used and registered throughout the world. All rights 
reserved. The research data in this report are not intended to be used for the purpose of (a) determining the price of or amounts 
due in respect of (or to value) one or more financial products or instruments and/or (b) measuring or comparing the 
performance of, or defining the asset allocation of a financial product, a portfolio of financial instruments, or a collective 
investment undertaking, and any such use is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of Citi Research. Any 
unauthorized use, duplication, redistribution or disclosure of this report (the “Product”), including, but not limited to, 
redistribution of the Product by electronic mail, posting of the Product on a website or page, and/or providing to a third party a 
link to the Product, is prohibited by law and will result in prosecution. The information contained in the Product is intended 
solely for the recipient and may not be further distributed by the recipient to any third party.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST


